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Gondwanaland: Questions

Please answer each of the following questions in complete sentences in your notebook. 

1. What characteristics do you think help a plant or animal to survive the breakup of a continent? Try to think of at least two characteristics.

2. Scientists have found Mesosaurus fossils on the east coast of the southern tip of South America and the west coast of South Africa. Even though we know this animal could swim, does the presence of Mesosaurus fossil remains in two places support Wegener’s theory? Give evidence to support your ideas.

3. Do you think that the breakup of Pangaea into Gondwanaland and Laurasia affected organisms originally living on Pangaea? Do you think that the breakup of Gondwanaland into the southern continents affected the organisms living in Gondwanaland? Give evidence to support your ideas.

4. Do you think the breakup of Pangaea during the Jurassic period led to the extinction of some dinosaurs and the evolution of other dinosaurs?

5. Scientists have evidence that Glossopteris was found in what is now India, Antarctica, Australia, and Madagascar. What does this tell you about Glossopteris? What does it tell you about the climate and environment of Gondwanaland? Hint: Glossopteris could not have survived in an icy, cold environment!

6. Based on the geologic past, we can assume that Earth is always changing. What modern-day evidence supports this idea? Hint: Think about natural disasters. Where do they often occur?
